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I wonder what you associate with this time of year? The thoughts
of holidays soon to be taken, for some a runny nose and streaming
eyes, courtesy of hay fever—or the sense of anxiety because exam
season is under way? I always associate June with exams, the
season that over years has impacted me in different ways.

There was a time when sitting in the exam hall meant that I knew
that there was nothing else I could do. I’d prepared, I’d learnt and
revised all that I could, and now I needed to rise to the challenge of
the questions in the exam paper. This was a moment of culmination,
a time for me to prove myself and do the best I could.

Later, as a teacher, I would stand back and think: ‘I’ve given the
students all the opportunities and helped them all I can, and now it
is up to them’—lots of past paper questions, tonnes of advice, and
trust that the students would fulfil their part of the deal. Once the
exam was completed and the exam hall emptied, I was keen to see
the questions on the paper and hopefully to be reassured that I’d
prepared them well.

Exams felt very different when it came to my own children. I had
to trust that they had organised themselves effectively, put the time
in and heeded the advice of their teachers. My responsibility was
to encourage them, to get them up in time for their exams and
ensure they had all they needed. On one occasion this involved
collecting a dressing table from behind the Salvation Army shop
on Mill Road because it was needed for a piece of art work—and
this wasn’t even for my daughter’s art exam but one of her friends!

For the last two years the pandemic has had a significant
impact on the exam process, and so the season has had quite a
different feel. This year there is a sense that we’re getting back to
normality, at least in relation to GCSEs and A Levels. This year
these exams will again be a culmination of work done and prep-
arations made. For many the results of exams will lead into some-
thing new and exciting, with the opportunity to rise to different
challenges.

The challenge of exams and the resulting new opportunities can
feel huge, especially when those results are not as expected. This is
when it is important to have supportive people around. For me the
exam season no longer has the impact that it did, but I am still very
aware of what teachers, young people and parents are going
through. My role now is to offer my support through
my prayers and you can be assured that this is exactly
what I will be doing.

Viewpoint

St Andrew’s Vicarage: Church Street, Histon, Cambridge CB24 9EP (01223 320425)

The Revd Ruth Chamberlain,
Curate



Prayer Central, 7.30–8.30pm, Saint Andrew’s Centre
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday
Day of Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
Churches Together Jubilee Thanksgiving Service, 11am, Recreation Ground
Jubilee Picnic and Garden Party, 12.30–4.30pm, Recreation Ground
Alpha course, 12.15pm, Saint Andrew’s Centre
Trinity Sunday
Holy Communion, 10.30am SJ Club, EDGE Sunday
Network magazine copy deadline (July/August edition)
Alpha course, 12.15pm, Saint Andrew’s Centre
First Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion, 10.30am SJ Club, EDGE Sunday
Inspire, 7pm, Saint Andrew’s Centre
Network magazine publication, 2.30pm, 29 Home Close
Second Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion, 10.30am SJ Club, EDGE Sunday
Log pile making, 2.30pm, Histon churchyard: see below
Walking in Faith, 10.30am from Histon churchyard

REGULAR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES

**Shooting Stars (for early movers), 9.15–10.15am, Saint Andrew’s Centre
**Little Stars (for small babies), 10.30–11.30am, Saint Andrew’s Centre

Table Talk, 10.30am, Saint Andrew’s Café
Tuesday Fellowship, 2.30pm, Stable Room
Bell ringing practice, 7pm
Prayer Central, 7.30pm on Zoom (in person on first Wednesday in the month)
Morning Prayer, 9.30am, Impington Church

**EDGE Café, 3.30pm, Saint Andrew’s Café
Job Club, 10–11.30am, Saint Andrew’s Centre

**Shine (under 5s), 11am–12 noon, Saint Andrew’s Centre
Choir practice, 7pm in church

Sunday services are live streamed from 10.30am, and then available on YouTube
(search for ‘St Andrew’s Churches, Histon and Impington’). Contact the church
office for more information and links to online events.

**Generally term-time only. See church website for updates.
For details of weekly groups for children and young people, please contact:
Tim (tim@standrewshiston.org) or Clare (clare@standrewshiston.org).

standrewshiston.org www.standrewscentre.org.uk

PARISH REGISTER

We congratulate Jemma Hayes and Jason Jeakins who were married in our church on
Saturday 14 May.

As part of the Eco-church Land initiative we will be collecting logs from Histon Manor on
Sunday 26 June at 2.30pm to create piles which will give small hibernating mammals
such as hedgehogs somewhere to go to over winter. We suggest you wear gardening
attire with wellies and maybe gardening gloves ready to shift logs! If you are not a
manual worker perhaps you could make a cake or serve refreshments, please.
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Log pile making

Church Diary and Parish Register
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To donate towards Network magazine costs, please scan QR at top of page, or contact the office.



Come along to the free exhibition in the Recreation Ground
Community Room over Jubilee Weekend, and relive some
wonderful village memories from coronations and jubilees in
years gone by. Great for all ages, this is an opportunity to learn
about celebrations in our villages before our time, and to have fun
spotting friends and family in the more recent images. The
exhibition covers the 1953 Coronation, as well as the 1935, 1977,
2002 and 2012 Jubilees.
  There will be photos galore and also tables of jubilee and
coronation memorabilia to pick up and flick through—a great way
to get memories to come flooding back! Programmes dating back
to 1935 will be on display, alongside items such as the mugs given
out to pupils of the village school in 1953. Opening times are:

Friday 3 June, 11am–2.30pm
Saturday 4 June, 2pm–4.30pm (tea and cake offered)
Sunday 5 June, 12.30–4.30pm

Put this in your diary now—and we look forward to seeing you! If
you need transport to the Recreation Ground, please contact the
Village Society, or ask Paul Seekings (07772 437789) or Neil
Davies (07502 372852) about the community minibus, and we
will do our best to help. Visit the website* or contact the Village
Society (handivsoc@gmail.com or 07956 720023).
*histonandimpingtonvillagesociety.wordpress.com

The Churches Together Thanksgiving service on Sunday 5 June at
11am in the Jubilee Marquee, with local church leaders, members
and musicians, is a celebration for everyone to enjoy—children,
young people and adults.

The Sunday afternoon of fun for all, 12.30–4.30pm, begins  with
the Jubilee Picnic: bring something to eat or, better still, bring your
street party to the Rec. A licensed and PIMs bar, refreshments and a
barbecue will also be available during the afternoon.

The ‘Whole Notes’ gospel choir swing into action at 1pm;
followed by the Waterbeach Brass Concert at 2pm in the Jubilee
Marquee.

Other attractions include an aerial act show, hula hoop work-
shops, dance displays, face painting, the Jubilee Bake-Off; also
many craft activities, sports races and attractions specially for
children and families.

Hopefully it will be a fine day, but the Jubilee Marquee will
guarantee one hundred per cent weather protection.

Jubilee Weekend

Village Society Jubilee
Memories Exhibition

Thanksgiving service

Jubilee Picnic and
garden party

Katherine Mann

Neil Davies



Alongside at end of life

In May 2022 Jo Franklin was appointed by HI Friends to the role
of End of Life support worker, which is new to the village. She is
an experienced palliative care nurse working for Arthur Rank
Hospice Charity, as well as an end of life doula (soul midwife).

End of life care is something that may not seem important until
we, or a loved one, need support. Many people would prefer to have
their end of life care at home; however, without support, planning
and preparation, an admission to hospital becomes increasingly
likely. As people become less able to manage the activities of living
and rely more heavily on those around them, we look to our com-
munity services to provide urgent help which is not always
available. As part of her day job, Jo works for a telephone line for
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough palliative and end of life care (a
24-hour helpline available by calling 111 option 3) which patients,
families and health care professionals can access for urgent help.

Jo’s village role seeks to be complementary to the 111 service
and will be available to local residents, their informal carers and
their family members with advice and support in person, via
telephone or by email in relation to palliative conditions, and
planning for good end of life care. She can visit people to discuss
any worries or hopes about what is happening, discussing what-
ever they wish, and taking care of spiritual and emotional needs.
As well as planned support to help the wellbeing of the person with
life limiting illness, and to promote conversations that work
towards good end of life care in their chosen place of care, Jo aims
to empower our community to be better prepared to support each
other in such situations. Jo can take new referrals (07752 016164
or jo@hifriends.org.uk). If you don’t know where to start, please
do just get in touch for a conversation. We are all born and we will
all die—and we only have one chance to get it right.

As well as caring for people in their last days at home, Jo is
available after a death, promoting good practices to help with the
grieving process. She is available to talk about the complexity and
lifelong effect of grief on individuals and can help signpost to
national and local services to support individuals and groups.

Jo is also one of the guardians of the Histon and Impington
funeral bier* and can be contacted if any groups or individuals
wish to use it for funerals or associated events. The HI funeral bier
belongs to our community and is for use by our community, so
please do get in touch if you have any ideas for its use. It can be
found on Facebook (@HIfuneralbier).

Jo Franklin

*The funeral bier may also be
seen in July at the Feast Flower
Festival at St Andrew’s Histon.



During the pandemic, approximately 28 million people volun-
teered in some way in England, and the 2022 World Happiness
Survey shows that global rates of volunteering are above pre-
pandemic levels. Volunteering helps to develop skills, make new
friends, and keeps you physically and mentally active.

As it happens, Volunteers’ Week falls in the first week of June,
giving an ideal opportunity to thank all who offer their time in
serving others and for us to share the joys of volunteering.

We spoke to some of the many volunteers within our village
community to find out about why they volunteer, and what they get
from it.

I’m a Scout Leader at 1st Histon Scouts. I started volunteering
when the Thursday Scout troop was set up as I thought it would be
a fun thing to do in my spare time. I really enjoy the fact that for two
hours a week I do something that is completely different from the
day job, requires different skills, and is hugely rewarding. Since
joining Scouts, I’ve acquired skills in kayaking, raft-building and
climbing, and have also become a qualified archery instructor—
skills that I frequently enjoy passing on to young people. The
Leader team also combines people from all sorts of roles and back-
grounds, which gives new perspectives—and they are great fun to
be around!

It is such a great experience being part of the Scouts team: giving
young people experiences they’ve never dreamt of before, chal-
lenging them in a safe environment, watching them grow in skills
and confidence; seeing smiling faces when they’ve been gliding for
the first time, or helping a Scout through home-sickness at camp.
This both widens your experience, and provides truly memorable
experiences for young people! Tim Ramsdale (45), CEO

I was asked if I’d help out at St Andrew’s EDGE, sessions for
children and youth; an extra leader was needed, so why not give it
a try? It turned out to be really easy: an extra pair of hands to help
out, make hot chocolates, and join in with the games. I even chip in
when the young people ask questions exploring faith.

The two sessions I help with are quite different. EDGE Frog is a
relaxed session for older teenagers, and during the questions it
always surprises me the depth of the kids’ thinking. EDGE Café is a
youth club held in the Saint Andrew’s Café, where the kids meet,
chat and play games. It’s great to watch newcomers who start
unsure, then grow in confidence and join in with the rest.
Jon Roach (56), not quite retired software engineer

The joy of volunteering



Throughout my life I’ve had a number of volunteer roles, from
helping at homeless shelters and care homes, to managing the
church finances and being a Scout Leader. I was brought up to
recognise how lucky I am, and I believe that sharing time and skills
are some of the most generous ways we can show love to our
neighbour. Volunteering has helped me meet plenty of people I
wouldn’t ordinarily come across, and I’ve learned so much from
those around me. Erin Dickens (29), fundraiser

During the summer of 2020, as we came out of full lockdown, the
village community wanted to support the clinically vulnerable
who were having to stay isolated. I set up a volunteer phone
befriending scheme, and the person whom I was phoning said one
day, ‘I would love to get out if only I had someone to walk with, to
give me confidence’.

We started to meet up weekly to enjoy a good chat whilst
walking around the village. I have greatly enjoyed getting to know
my new friend, and look forward to our walks. Being outdoors
minimises the risks of Covid for both of us. I have since been able
to pair up others who need the reassurance of a companion to walk
with, and paired them up with friends and acquaintances. This
feels like something good to have come out of the stronger
community links forged by the pandemic. Caroline Manser

I started volunteering at Camtrust a few years ago when I was
medically retired due to ongoing post-chemotherapy issues. The
village quizzes to raise money for Camtrust grew from a love of
pub quizzes, and my shifts in the Salvation Army shop from a love
of rummaging around in charity shops. I often say that my
voluntary work is much more fun than any ‘proper’ job in my forty
years of working for wages. And when you’re medically retired,
there’s only so much Facebook and Netflix a man can take! Roy
Hancock (60), volunteer and quiz enthusiast, aka ‘the quiz man’

Volunteering is a great way not only to help others, but to meet
people and get involved in activities you would never normally try
out. Whilst helping out Firs House flu clinics, I learnt more about
the history of the Firs House building than I ever knew I needed,
during hours spent as queue entertainer in the car park! I also learnt
about how the practice runs, how the team work so efficiently and
effectively together and, above all, who likes which cakes.

Becoming a street volunteer during the first lockdown has led to
a beautiful friendship with a neighbour I’d never met—and a
regular veggie bartering relationship that saves us both money and
waste! Diana Barden (60), owner/director, Management Learning
& Coaching Ltd



Library news

Village Society meeting

Archaeology Group

The Library opening times are now established as follows:
Monday, 11am–7pm Tuesday, 2pm–5pm
Thursday, 9am–5pm Friday, 9am–1pm
Saturday, 9am–1pm Wednesday and Sunday, closed

The Library also now has ‘open access’, as at St Ives, allowing
adult library users who register for the scheme to enter the library
when it is closed, eg Sunday afternoons or Tuesday mornings.
Please contact the Library for details.

On Wednesday 1 June, when the library is closed to the public,
local author Lou Carter (who wrote The Great Hamster Getaway)
will be reading from her new books.

On Tuesday 31 May, Nigel Fenner will talk about ‘Understanding
Victorian Cambridge through its sporting developments’: 7.30pm
at the Methodist Church.

Victorian social history in Cambridge is widely documented, but
this talk has an exceptional difference. Nigel Fenner, our speaker,
helps shed new light on a little researched aspect of Cambridge
during this period, helping us understand the crucial role sport
played then in bringing town and gown together; also why Fenners,
the well-known city cricket ground, was established. Cambridge’s
social history comes to life through this fascinating talk.

Bookings are now through eventbrite which can be accessed
through our website,* or call 07956 720023.

PS: Jan Payne, the Project Lead for HI Forget-me-not Dementia
Friendly Community writes: We are delighted to announce that
the Village Society has become the latest member of our Dementia
Friendly Community: a warm welcome to them.

The next HIAG talk (held jointly with the Fen Edge Archaeology
Group, FEAG) will be on Monday 6 June, 7.30pm, at the Baptist
Church and by Zoom. Adam Sutton from Museum of London
Archaeology will be talking about ‘Pottery-making in the Lower
Ouse Valley: technology, economics, and rural society in early
Roman Cambridgeshire’, focusing on excavations near Brampton
which have uncovered evidence of a remarkable and extensive
Romano-British pottery-making industry.

Attendance will be free for HIAG and FEAG members; for non-
members there will be a charge of £3 on the door.Those wishing to
receive the link to join by Zoom must register in advance on our
website* by the Saturday preceding the talk.
Penny English, Chair, Histon and Impington Archaeology Group

Community noticeboard

Cath Pennington, HILF

*hiarchaeology.wordpress.com/
contact/

Katherine Mann*See Jubilee Weekend page



HIAG Test Pits
 Project 2022

Big Tidy Up

Open Gardens

Women’s Institute

Choir 2000

Network magazine

The Archaeology Group would like to offer you the opportunity to
join in or follow their summer test pits project. We shall look in
more detail at some of the more interesting parts of Histon and
Impington to add to our knowledge from the Big Dig project of
2016–17. We hope to look at The Gables, Histon Manor, Abbey
Farm, Impington Mill, the Daylilies Nursery, Meadow Farm,
Paradise Allotments and other sites—your garden too, if suitable.

Search our website* to read the invitation letter; click on the
links to see the details and to register to receive full information on
the project. Alternatively email us (hiagtestpits@gmail.com).
There is no commitment at this stage and no need for previous
experience. We’ll email you nearer the time offering particular
days and half days to join us in digging, sieving and finds washing
to see at first hand more evidence of the ancient settlement and the
development of the villages. The digging weekends are 25/26
June, 16/17 July, 6/7 August and 3/4 September. We look forward
to seeing you.

With the Jubilee celebrations over the first weekend of June, our
quarterly ‘Big Tidy Up’ has been put back to Saturday 11 June.

Cedric Foster

This event is on Sunday 12 June, 12–6pm: seventeen fabulous
gardens across the village, live music, teas and a children’s trail.
Programmes at £5 (under 16s free) are available in advance from
Topiary Tree, Gin House Flowers, the Post Office, Station Stores,
the Saint Andrew’s Centre, or our stall on the Green each Saturday
morning (9–11am); or buy them on the day (£6)—all in aid of East
Anglia’s Children’s Hospices, Shepreth Hedgehog Hospital, HI
Friends and the Feast. Visit opengardens.org for details.

Denise Walker

At the meeting on Thursday 16 June, Bob Jones is the speaker. His
title is ‘Can I help you? I’m a paramedic’: 7.30pm at the Methodist
Church Hall.

We are delighted to be able to perform a Summer Concert again
this year: at the Baptist Church on Saturday 25 June, 7.45pm, and
then at West Road Concert Hall, Cambridge on Sunday 26 June,
7.30pm.The programme includes Mozart’s moving Requiem and a
contribution to the Jubilee celebrations in the form of two of
Handel’s Coronation Anthems. Tickets @ £12 for the Histon event
or £15 for the Cambridge performance are available from mem-
bers of the choir, from www.choir2000.org/tickets or on the night.

Beatrix Bown

Thank you to Ivor Ladds for taking over delivery of the magazine to
St Audrey’s Close; we are most grateful to Laura Saggs who has
recently resigned after many years of faithful service.

Maggie Dunn

David Oates, Project Manager
*hiarchaeology.wordpress.com/

contact/



Come along to the Community Orchard, in the field between
Manor Park and the Busway, on Saturday 2 July, 10am–midday.
This is a free event (donations are always welcome), but there will
be a charge for the cooked breakfast we are serving, with a choice
of teas, coffees, juice and croissants. It’s a great opportunity to find
out about local wildlife, with an interesting range of wildlife stalls:

o A moth expert to show you a range of moths local to the
village
o A falconer showing a static display of traditional and modern
falconry—he may have a bird on the glove, or perched
o The local Hedgehog Gardens, Histon Impington and Orchard
Park group, who will advise on the steps you can take to help
reverse the decline in hedgehog numbers
o The Cambridge Natural History Society will tell you about the
numerous talks, field studies and excursions they organise
o A local bee keeper

And of course the Community Orchard team will be on hand to tell
you about the Community Orchard.

At the end of April I had received feedback that the previous name,
Worry Tree Café, was discouraging new people from coming as
they ‘didn’t want to talk about their worries!’—in reality this name
was doing the cafe a disservice. I’m not sure we have ever spoken
about our worries and you certainly don’t need to be worrying
about anything to come! The idea is to promote inclusion, increase
confidence, reduce isolation and maybe even learn some new
things, all of which are excellent in supporting positive wellbeing.
The Café has always been a relaxed, friendly environment wel-
coming individuals from all walks of life, and this has not changed.

The Café is free to attend; hot and cold drinks are provided, as
well as cakes, biscuits and fruit. To make our Café even more
special, our hosts at the Saint Andrew’s Café will be providing
delicious treats once a month. However, one improvement is the
addition of wellbeing activities which we will be inviting experts to
lead, along with some guest speakers. Some members have already
requested that we learn to bake a cake, and have a go at crochet and
flower arranging—but you’re welcome to simply relax, chat or
listen if you prefer. It’s important to HI Friends that the Café meets
the wishes and needs of the community, so a collective approach is
our focus.

More people now attend but we would love it if even more
would join us. I understand that the initial step of attending these
sorts of things can be the hardest, so I’m very happy to meet you in
advance and we can take that step together. Do contact me to
arrange this or raise any questions (Sophie@hifriends.org.uk). We
hope to see you there soon!

Brunch at the Orchard

Wellbeing Café

Dan Mace

Sophie Howell



In the last edition Poppy Carr of Impington Church contributed a
photo of Delhi showing serious air pollution. She has kindly
written about her visit to India with other Year 7 students from
Impington Village College, especially their time in a school for
disabled children in the north-west Indian state of Rajasthan.

Recently, I and other members of my year group visited Rajasthan
in India on a school trip. The visit was funded by a nationwide
initiative called the Turing Scheme, through which the UK govern-
ment funds visits abroad for students and young people. The
scheme aims to give students life changing experiences and
enhance their school curriculum.

We flew to Delhi and spent a day sightseeing there, before
getting an overnight sleeper train to Jodhpur. We then spent four
days in a school (SKSN) before heading back to Delhi. We did
many things on the trip, really too many to name, so I will just tell
you about some of my highlights. I really enjoyed riding camels in
the Thar Desert with my friends and exploring Old Delhi on a
rickshaw. Whilst on the rickshaw, we went down various wedding
streets and marvelled at the beautiful dresses, jewellery and so
much else that the tiny shops were selling. It was quite bumpy and
I often felt that I was going to fall off (my fingers were black with
grime afterwards from holding on to the metal!). Riding both the
camels and the rickshaws was slightly terrifying but also some of
the best things that I have ever done.

The school we stayed in was forty minutes outside the city of
Jodhpur. It is a school for children with physical and mild learning
disabilities and it was absolutely incredible. The school is home to
many children from families below the poverty line. These
families sometimes can’t afford to care for their children and they
might have to beg on the streets. It is the aim of the school to teach
every pupil to be completely self-sufficient within the first few
months and to teach them skills so that they can earn a living and
help their families. The children from the school are also able to go
out to the local villages to teach other people the skills they have
learned. They learn how they can overcome their disabilities; for
example, if a child is missing an arm, they are taught to write with
their feet.

The school also has a farm where they grow vegetables. Again,
all the children are given a job to do on the farm, whatever their
physical disability. One day, we visited the farm and dug up
enormous carrots. We also fundraised to help the school to buy a

A passage from India

 Poppy helping to harvest carrots



tractor, to save them having to rent one each year. We were able to
give the tractor a name: ‘Lasagne’! We also learned how to make
butter, by churning milk.

Everyone there was so kind and the hospitality they gave me
and my peers was phenomenal, given that they have so little.
When we first arrived, some of the children came to meet us at the
train station and gave us fresh flower garlands to put around our
necks. They put bindis [the decorative mark worn in the middle of
the forehead by Indian women, especially Hindus] on our
foreheads and, before we left, they painted beautiful henna tattoos
on our hands.

Even though the trip was very enjoyable, I did find being away
from my home and my family very difficult, and I especially
realised this when I boarded the sleeper train, and realised I was
thousands of miles from home, on a train, with random strangers! I
was very scared but it was worth it for the amount of things that I
got to do.

I have really learnt to appreciate what I have and always to be
kind to others, which I learnt from the people I met. Every time we
saw people, they were genuinely interested in what we were doing
and why we were there. I will also never feel OK with leaving food
on my plate again. Poppy Carr

Camels in the Thar Desert
 (Photos: Helen Turner,

 IVC staff)


