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The angel said to Mary,
‘Do not be afraid . . . you will bear

a son and you will name him Jesus.
He will be great, and will be called

the Son of the Most High.’
(from Luke 2.30–32)
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To whom do you feel responsible—for your conduct, for your care
of the planet, for your work, for your family? This question has
curiously come sharply into focus over the past few months. With
large numbers of people working from home during the pandemic
some companies became so concerned about what people were
actually doing that they installed monitoring software to observe
them (were they actually at their desk all the time or really
sneaking off?).

More recently, the plethora of stories about sleaze and cor-
ruption by Members of Parliament and government ministers has
raised the question again. One said he felt responsible only to his
voters, so they could vote him out after five years if they didn’t like
the fact he spent most of his time on his second job rather than
looking after their interests in the House of Commons.

And as I write, with COP26 coming to an end in Glasgow, once
again we must ask: to whom do international delegates and heads
of state regard themselves as responsible? Is it their nation? Or
the people who voted for them? Or the inhabitants of a South
Pacific island that will soon be uninhabitable because of rising
sea levels caused by industrialised nations? Or is it just their own
business interests?

In our hyper-individualistic and hyper-connected age our
culture seems to want to go in two opposite and incompatible
directions. We have an almost absolute sense of the sanctity of
individual identity and, at the same time, we want everyone to be
accountable to everyone else. The stories above (and there are
many more; feel free to supply your own!), are just typical of the
problem—a problem that seems especially grave in the face of
climate change.

When I think about my own responsibility for how I live sustain-
ably, several clear lines of accountability come to mind. The earth,
with its human inhabitants, is God’s good creation and his gift to
us. We are not parasites on the earth but part of a good plan of a
loving creator—and that loving creator has called us to cherish
and nurture, not exploit and spoil, this good gift. That command is
to exercise God’s fruitful power over the earth, that it might be the
best it can be. As we do this the Bible repeatedly calls us to ‘act
justly and love mercy’ (Micah 6.8) so that all the blessings and
wealth of this wonderful and remarkable treasure are shared with
all human beings. And just in case I manage to think my way out of
this responsibility (we’re all good at that!), then the book of
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Arrangements for all services and activities subject to review: see note 2 below
The service will be live streamed from 11am (10.30am, 26 December onwards) and
then available on YouTube.1

For details of weekly groups for children and young people, please contact:
Tim (tim@standrewshiston.org) or Clare (clare@standrewshiston.org).

Choir coffee, 10.30am, Saint Andrew’s Café
Besom hamper preparation, 10am; prayer meeting, 12.30pm, Salvation Army Hall
Prayer Central, 7.30–8.30pm, Saint Andrew’s Centre (Hall 2)
Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion, 11am SJ Club, EDGE Sunday
Prayer Central, 7.30pm on Zoom2

Third Sunday of Advent
Meet the Nativity, 10.30am and 11.30am, The Green
Churches Together Carols on The Green from 6pm; carol singing 6.30pm
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion, 11am SJ Club, EDGE Sunday
Histon and Impington Carol Services at Histon, 4pm and 7pm: booking essential4

Christmas Eve
Christingle Service, 3pm: booking essential4

Christingle Service, 5pm: booking essential4

Midnight Communion, 11pm, Histon and Impington Churches
Christmas Day
Holy Communion, 9.30am, Impington Church
Christmas Cracker: Worship for Everyone, 10.30am, Histon Church
First Sunday of Christmas Boxing Day
Holy Communion, 10.30am

1Search on YouTube for ‘St Andrew’s Churches, Histon and Impington’.
2Contact the church office for more information and links to Zoom sessions.
3Term-time only. See church website for updates.
4To book please visit standrewshiston.org/christmas or contact the church office

(details at top of page).
*See elsewhere in this edition.

standrewshiston.org www.standrewscentre.org.uk
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Children and
 young people

December
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Wednesday 8
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Notes

Church websites

Church Diary and Parish Register
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Revelation brings me up sharp as it tells me that one day, God will
‘destroy the destroyers of the earth’ (Revelation 11.18).

It has been a privilege to have a member of our own community,
Councillor Pippa Heylings, at COP26 putting forward the case for
a strong sense of responsibility at a local level and arguing for
power to exercise it. I’m grateful for that reminder of account-
ability too.

To donate towards Network magazine costs, please scan QR at top of page, or contact the office.

(Viewpoint,
 continued )



New Year’s Day
Second Sunday of Christmas
Holy Communion, 10.30am
PCC meeting, 7.30pm, Saint Andrew’s Centre
Planning deadline for February edition of Network magazine

*Pre-Lent courses begin, 7.30–9.30pm
The Epiphany
First Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion, 10.30am SJ Club, EDGE Sunday
Network magazine copy deadline
Prayer Central, 7.30pm on Zoom2

Tower AGM, 8.30pm
*Pre-Lent courses, 7.30–9.30pm
Second Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion, 10.30am SJ Club, EDGE Sunday
Prayer Central, 7.30pm on Zoom2

*Pre-Lent courses, 7.30–9.30pm
Network magazine publication, 2.30pm, 29 Home Close
Third Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion, 10.30am SJ Club, EDGE Sunday
Prayer Central, 7.30pm on Zoom2

*Pre-Lent courses, 7.30–9.30pm
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion, 10.30am SJ Club, EDGE Sunday

REGULAR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES

Little Stars (for small babies), 10–11am, Saint Andrew’s Centre3

Table Talk, 10.30am, Saint Andrew’s Café
Tuesday Fellowship, 2.30pm, Stable Room
Bell ringing practice, 7pm
Morning Prayer, 9.30am, Impington Church
EDGE Café, 3.30pm, Saint Andrew’s Café3

Job Club, 10–11.30am, Saint Andrew’s Centre
Shine (under 5s), 11am–12 noon, Saint Andrew’s Centre3

Choir practice, 7pm in church

PARISH REGISTER

We offer our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of John Stuart Biggs whose
funeral service was held in our church on Tuesday 9 November.

After some deliberation, it has been decided to bring the time of the Sunday service
forward to 10.30am as from 26 December.

From Wednesday 5 January three courses will run in parallel, 7.30–9.30pm. Over the
six-week period of the courses, Prayer Central will move to Tuesday evenings.
Unanswered Prayer: drawing on Pete Grieg’s book, God on Mute, this course goes
deeper, provoking honest conversation around the hardest questions about prayer.
The Bible Course: looks at the big picture of the Bible storyline from Genesis to
Revelation, and develops the skills to read the Bible more effectively and apply it to life.
Faith Pictures: helps participants to see where God is present in their lives and to be
prepared to talk about this confidently; also to see God in action in the world around
them and how he wants them to join in with him.

Please sign up for any of these courses by Sunday 5 December.

January 2022
Saturday 1
Sunday 2

Tuesday 4

Wednesday 5
Thursday 6

Sunday 9

Monday 10
Tuesday 11

Wednesday 12
Sunday 16

Tuesday 18
Wednesday 19

Friday 21
Sunday 23

Tuesday 25
Wednesday 26

Sunday 30

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Funeral

Sunday service time

Per-Lent courses



Heartfelt local messages for COP26

I’ve worked for environmental NGOs for twenty years but had no
strong desire to be at COP26, knowing there were far bigger brains
than mine in attendance! However, about a week before the start
(whilst doing the backstroke and wondering what COP would
bring!) I got a strong sense of wanting the voices of our com-
munity to be heard—to share the plethora of well-informed ideas,
solutions, expertise and feelings offered by so many here.

Accompanying this piece are a tiny sample of the many entries
that Councillor Pippa Heylings took to Glasgow in the ‘A message
to COP26 from H&I’ book that we hope will be available for all to
read when the refurbished library opens. The contributions ranged
from letters and poems to drawings, and came from residents aged
from five years to eighty plus. I learnt from them; a few made me
cry, but many raised a smile too. I am grateful to Ellen Fisher of
HEYC for her support with the messages for COP.

It’s the closing day for COP26 as I write this and it looks like the
negotiations will mean at least a 2°C rise. This is catastrophic.
Whilst we can hope that next year brings the agreements needed
and that it’s not all ‘Blah, blah, blah, blah’, there are things that we
can all get on with immediately. The Committee on Climate
Change states that we’re all part of the solution: sixty per cent of
the changes needed to get us to net zero will require change on an
individual or household level.

Climate change can make hypocrites of us all, but just because
we can’t do everything doesn’t mean we shouldn’t do anything.
By aiming for progress rather than perfection we not only reduce
our impact but normalise the behaviours, send strong signals to the
market and decision makers. Taking action and doing something
positive is proven to help our mental health too.

So, with only a few words left and knowing that you know a lot
already, here are a few things worth considering:

Make your money work for good. Since the Paris Agreement
was signed $3.8 trillion dollars have been funnelled into fossil fuels
by sixty big funders, including Barclays which is the number one
bank in Europe funding fossil fuels. Triodos Bank on the other hand
lies at the top of the ethical banking ratings and have recently opened
current accounts. Nationwide does well: see bank.green.com for
more information. Consider any funds in your pension too.

Measure your personal impact with Cambridge Carbon
Footprint’s calculator and then use their locally focused advice
pages for tips on shrinking your footprint.

Nicole Barton



Susie’s message (extract)

I would like to say to world leaders: make legally enforceable

plans to decarbonise your economies with penalties if you do

not. Do not allow the building of new fossil fuel based power

stations or exploration for these. Ban single use plastics.

Insulate publicly owned buildings and move to greener

heating methods. Incentivise householders to do likewise,

and bring in penalties if you do not. Give tax breaks for

electric vehicles and tax petrol/diesel vehicles more heavily.

Tax flights to reflect their environmental impact. Tax meat

and dairy especially from overseas.

Think about planning a holiday in 2022 that ditches flying. The
Man in Seat 61 website is brilliant and takes you swiftly across
Europe and even beyond by train, emitting only 25 per cent of the
emissions of a plane. Spain, the South of France and Italy are all
very doable.

Amplify your voice and meet others who share your values
by joining in with an existing group. Search for the Cambridge
Resilience Web for dozens of choices. Nicole Barton
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A message to COP26 from H&I: some of the contributions



It is now almost six months since we announced the launch of
‘Project Forget-me-not’, a programme designed to help those living
with dementia or other forms of memory loss in the villages of
Histon and Impington. Since then, a lot of activity has taken place.

Over the summer it was decided that the name should change to
HI Forget-me-not, to reflect the links to HI Friends who are
supporting this new dementia-centred project. This will be the on-
going name for all aspects of this project.

Sarah Brown, HI Friends dementia worker, has been out getting
to meet those in the village living with dementia as well as the
families and friends who care for them. She has been able to estab-
lish a Luncheon Club which meets at the Saint Andrew’s Centre
fortnightly on a Thursday at noon, and this is already attracting a
growing number of attendees. If you are interested in helping with
this group or in coming along—carers are included—please
contact Sarah. She is always keen to hear from anyone in the village
who needs her help and is usually in the villages one day per week,
in addition to the Luncheon Club. Jan Payne is also now running a
mutual support group for those with dementia or memory loss and
their carers. If you’d like to know more, please contact her.

In the summer we heard that the Alzheimer’s Society had
approved our application to begin the process towards becoming
recognised as a Dementia Friendly Community. Jan, who leads
this aspect of HI Forget-me-not, has started to approach local busi-
nesses, organisations, schools and youth groups, inviting them to
join the Community. We are delighted to say that, so far, the
following have completed the required application process and
become members: Histon and Impington Parish Council, HI Hub,
HI Friends and the Histon branch of the Salvation Army. If you are
part of a business or organisation that would like to join up too
(there is no financial cost) please get in touch with Jan.

Together, with support and understanding, we can make Histon
and Impington a better place to live in, both for those with
dementia and for their families and friends. As we move into 2022,
please do keep your eyes open for announcements about our on-
going programme of events and the ways in which you might
consider getting involved.

We wish everyone in Histon and Impington a very Happy
Christmas and New Year and thank you for your support so far.

Jan Payne, Project Leader
Dementia Friendly Community in Histon and Impington

HI Forget-me-not

Jan Payne
(email: jan@hifriends.org)

Sarah Brown
(email: sarah@hifriends.org.uk)



After two years at Westcott House it is great to be able to go some-
where outside the City of Cambridge for this year’s placement. I
am currently in my third year of ordination training at Westcott,
where I am also Senior Student. This brings a whole myriad of
tasks on top of standard ordination training, ranging from chairing
meetings of our common room committee, meeting regularly with
the Principal and looking after the college’s 90+ year old tortoise
when he came to stay at Easter! I am also studying the final year of
my Bachelor of Arts in Theology, Mission and Ministry—so I
have the joys of a dissertation to write.

I grew up in Farnborough, Hampshire, known best for its air-
show. My parents and sister still live in Farnborough; my dad is a
builder and mum a liver nurse. I grew up in the faith as a child,
going to the local CofE primary school and church. I fell away from
being an ‘active’ believer at secondary school and found myself
working in a string of jobs before starting university in Winchester.
These jobs ranged from being a Parliamentary Assistant for an MP

to selling Christmas hampers for the RNLI in a call centre.
I became more aware of the presence of God in my life during a

life changing semester studying in the USA. Being initiated into an
American College Fraternity was quite an experience: the deep-
rooted faith and fellowship of many of my ‘brothers’, in what was
a rough time in my life, left an imprint on me and I became more
active in my university chaplaincy on my return to the UK.

This time in the chaplaincy saw me explore God’s call in my
life. With the support and encouragement of the most amazing
Chaplain, I was lucky to become a ‘Chaplaincy Assistant’, a role
which saw me lead prayer sessions, serve at the altar, preach,
organise discussion groups and provide pastoral support to my
fellow students. Going through the discernment process towards
ordination and selection in 2019 has now seen me where I am
today. My experience of chaplaincy has given me a passion for
pastoral ministry, and helping and enabling others in their
spirituality. These remain at the centre of my vocation but I am
looking forward to trying and exploring new ways of Christian
ministry in my time with you at Histon and Impington.

Outside church my main interest is football, as an Arsenal
supporter and a regular player of the video game ‘Football
Manager’. I enjoy walks in the countryside and in particular the
Brecon Beacons in Wales, as well as reading around philosophy,
spirituality and history. I am looking forward to doing what I can

Winchester, Westminster and Westcott

Sam Duckhouse

Continued at foot
 of opposite page



If you had told me seven years ago that I would end up training to
be a priest in the Church of England, I really would not have
believed you.

I grew up in the town of Harpenden in Hertfordshire and my
family were not at all religious. I was confidently atheist for most
of my life and it was only in my late 20s that I started to be more
agnostic and wondered about the existence of God: it wasn’t
something I had ever seriously explored. So, in 2015, I decided to
attend an Alpha course and read some books to try and figure out if
there was anything to this faith thing. By the conclusion of the
course, I had decided that the case for God, and for Jesus, was
convincing.

There wasn’t really one moment, or one thing, that finally con-
vinced me of the truth of the gospel, but one particularly influential
moment was a visit to the ‘Jungle’ refugee camp in Calais. The
opportunity to see faith in action, with the number of Christian
organisations helping at the camp, plus the experience of having a
worship service in the camp’s makeshift church, deeply affected
me. After coming to faith, I started to attend The Hub Church in
Hitchin. This is a ‘fresh expressions’ church plant, started with the
assistance of the congregation of Soul Survivor Watford, and was
the perfect environment to nurture my new-found faith.

I was a secretary for a commercial real estate company. In 2016
(with the help of my church) I started studying part-time for a
degree in Theology, Ministry and Mission at St Mellitus College in
London. It was at St Mellitus that I discovered a real love for
learning, and theology. Also around this time I started the discern-
ment process for ordination in the Church of England and joined the
staff team for The Hub Church, eventually becoming the Assistant
Church Leader. In the last six years I have also worked as Project
Coordinator for Reaching New People, a St Albans Diocese initia-
tive to assist with the creation of new worshipping communities
like The Hub. In my free time I enjoy watching the Formula 1 and
baseball, reading a lot of books and doing a bit of archery.

In October I began my training at Ridley Hall and joined
St Andrew’s, Histon and Impington; I look forward to getting to
know people over the next couple of years.

From real estate to real faith

Helen Neville

in the church community here and have been deeply struck by the
close knit community at St Andrew’s. I sense there is something
special here and I hope to be as much a part of it as I can.

Sam Duckhouse

Helen Neville



Histon library update

Choir 2000 is back!

Garden Club

Histon and Impington
Archaeology Group

Cambridgeshire Libraries are pleased to announce that the
building work for the new Histon library will be completed by the
end of November, including the installation of the IT services.
There will continue to be a flurry of activity during December
whilst the new furniture is installed and staff prepare the library
ready to open. The Histon library staff team are looking forward to
welcoming customers into the new library in January 2022, with
an official opening planned to take place in late spring.

The temporary Histon mobile library provision will cease from
1pm on Saturday 4 December. Histon customers who would like
to use a library during December will be encouraged to visit other
nearby libraries for book borrowing, and make use of the
Cambridgeshire Libraries online services to be found on our
website (Library online - Cambridgeshire County Council). All
Histon library books will have an extended loan period and will be
due back at the end of January 2022.

Helen Bowlt, District Library Manager, South Cambs

We will perform our Advent Concert at the Baptist Church at
7.30pm on Friday 10 and Saturday 11 December. The programme
includes Vivaldi’s joyful Gloria, a variety of songs for choir and a
selection of carols. Due to COVID restrictions audience numbers
will be limited, and members of the audience will have to wear
face-coverings throughout.

Tickets at £10 are only available in advance, through choir
members or by email (tickets@choir2000.org).

Garden Club meets at the Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm on the
second Tuesday of the month.

On Tuesday 14 December we have a talk by Geoff Hodge
entitled ‘Happy Houseplants’, which is a practical demonstration.
Geoff is a freelance gardening and horticultural writer, author,
editor, and radio and TV broadcaster.

On Tuesday 11 January Gail Harland will talk about ‘Snowdrops
in Art, Culture and the Garden’. Gail combines her job as a paedi-
atric allergy dietitian with horticultural writing and lecturing.

For further details please contact Richard Ackroyd on 236315.
Marilyn Harvey

The next HIAG talk, to be held by Zoom on Monday 17 January, at
7.30pm, will be ‘The Dead of Cambridgeshire: excavations at a
Roman roadside settlement and an Anglo-Saxon cemetery’ by
David Ingham of Albion Archaeology. He will be talking about the

Community noticeboard

Beatrix Bown
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With over half of the 470 members of the Histon and Impington
Village Society responding to a recent survey, we now have a solid
insight into what our members are looking for and are ready to
launch the 2022 membership drive. We were delighted that 86 per
cent of respondents rated our membership as very good or above.

The survey revealed the historical articles regularly sent to mem-
bers as the most popular benefit, with over 90 per cent categorising
it as important or extremely important. These were originally
launched to keep members entertained during lockdown when our
free membership was created to help support the community. As a
result of this feedback, the committee will work out a way to
continue this as part of the membership benefits for 2022 ensuring
members will receive at least one local history articles per month.

The newly-launched termly newsletter for members was also a
hit, with over 80 per cent prioritising this. The Zoom and in person
talks were a popular third with over 60 per cent stating these were
important or extremely important. We have also been asked to
look into hosting a members’ garden party next summer.

Feedback (see previous page) suggested expanding our talks to
other elements about village life, not just subjects linked to history
or planning. We kick-started this wider approach in September
with a talk from Mark Donachy, previous landlord of The Red
Lion, who talked about local pubs. The talk was hosted at The

Village Society into 2022

Annual membership
review

Women’s Institute

Continued on
 back page

(Community noticeboard continued)
findings from two recent excavations which produced substantial
numbers of graves. At Fenstanton, 48 burials associated with a
Roman settlement show an unusually high number of illnesses and
injuries; one man intriguingly had probable punishment-related
injuries from around the time of his death. At Croft Gardens in
Newnham, 72 burials were excavated which radiocarbon dating
and a wealth of grave goods date to the 5th–6th centuries. A cultural
shift can be detected: the early ones were buried in a Roman style
while later burials followed more typical Anglo-Saxon customs.

Use hiarchaeology.wordpress.com/contact to register for this
free talk: a Zoom link will be sent in advance. HIAG members
receive the link automatically.

The meeting on Thursday 16 December has a Christmas flavour,
then on 20 January Moira Neal will speak about the Abbey Fields
set-aside area and its wildlife: 7.30pm at the Methodist Church.

Penny English, Acting HIAG Chair



*histonandimpington
villagesociety.wordpress.com/

membership

British Legion, with over eighty residents attending. Other subjects
suggested in the survey were: Chivers; businesses in the village
past and present; local personalities and their lives; and IVC with its
architecture. We hope to incorporate some of these ideas in the
2022 talks programme which we will publish later in December.

And saving the best till last: after experiencing our free mem-
bership during lockdown, over 90 per cent of respondents said
they would love to become fully paid-up members when we revert
to our £12 annual membership fee in January 2022. So we thank
you all very much for your support.

Here is some enouraging feedback from members:
Thank you for another fascinating document, wonderful memories.
I loved reading about the origins (and tribulations) leading to the
formation of IVC.
The Littleport Society has much to learn from the H&IVSoc ideas.
Keep up the great work.
Thank you for all your interesting articles and walks. They are so
informative and bring the old villages to life, which is particularly
interesting when researching family history.

We are now taking payment and subscriptions for renewing mem-
bership for 2022 (annual membership fee £12), so if you are a
present member or wish to join please see our website* for details.
 Email: handivsoc@gmail.com or phone: 07956 720023

The H&IVSoc is running a trial to help coordinate transport for
those who would love to attend one of our Tuesday evening
meetings and talks but have transport issues. Please contact us and
we will do our best to arrange for a local member or committee
member to pick you up and drop you home after the event at no cost.
This kind offer is only open to those living in Histon and Impington.

We do not run a talk in December but please see below for talks
in 2022, both of which will be at the Methodist Church Hall, at
7.30pm (members free, non-members £3 per meeting).

January 25 Chivers and the local fruit industry:
Jonathan Spain

February 22 Hobson’s Conduit—A History:
Max Field, Trustee of Hobson’s Conduit Trust

Katherine Mann

Membership renewal

Do you need
 transport?

 The Green in the 1880s,
 Alan Eade 2005

Village Society Streetscape No 4


