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The other day I read a fascinating article about dormice. A group
of farmers and landowners had created a six-mile-long hedgerow
which had allowed two small populations of dormice to interact
and breed, and their numbers had risen. The hedgerow provided a
wildlife corridor linking areas of woodland and so the dormice
could move from one woodland to another. In some parts of the
UK dormice have become extinct, so to see an increase in numbers
is encouraging. It’s good to read a story like this when so often the
environmental news is about how species are disappearing,
mainly through habitat destruction.

The bigger picture, though, is that we have witnessed a massive
loss of habitat and species throughout the world. This is in part
due to climate change but also through an ever-increasing
pressure on land to provide food for human use. Having an
interest in the environment is no longer confined to a quirky small
minority: this issue is now central to everyone’s lives. We’ve heard
David Attenborough, Greta Thunberg and others talking about the
climate in crisis. Now many more have started to take an interest
in the natural world, perhaps because of lockdown when more
people have had opportunities to take walks in the countryside or
because the pandemic and its consequences have heightened our
awareness of the world around us.

The Scriptures speak of the world as God’s creation. Many of the
Psalms describe the wonders of the planet and the universe, and in
the book of Genesis humans are told by God that they have a
responsibility to care for the natural world. In Matthew’s Gospel
(chapter 6, verses 26 and 30), Jesus teaches that God cares for the
birds of the air and ‘clothes the grass of the field’. Interestingly
Jesus never repeats God’s instruction in Genesis: he assumes that
is what we would be doing anyway.

One small thing that we can do to help raise people’s awareness
of the need to care for our planet is to join in the Crack the Crisis
campaign. A coalition of over 75 charities and organisations is
encouraging individuals to be involved in the Wave of Hope. This
includes making ‘hands’ from recycled material, writing a
message of hope on them and placing them in a window for all to
see. This is planned for the run-up to the G7 summit in June and
the COP26 in November this year, when leaders from countries in
the UN will be coming to the UK to talk about poverty, injustice,
climate change and habitat loss. If you walk up Impington Lane,
hopefully you’ll see hands made by us as a family in an upstairs
window.

Viewpoint

St Andrew’s Vicarage: Church Street, Histon, Cambridge CB24 9EP (01223 320425)

The Revd Ruth Chamberlain,
Curate



Arrangements for all services and activities subject to review: see note 2 below
Service on YouTube, available from 8am1

Holy Communion in church, 11am
Bible study, 7–8pm on Zoom2

For details of weekly groups for children and young people, please contact:
Tim (tim@standrewshiston.org) or Clare (clare@standrewshiston.org).

Choir coffee, 10.30am, Saint Andrew’s Café
Besom prayer meeting, 2.30pm on Zoom
Prayer Central, 7.45–8.30pm on Zoom2

First Sunday after Trinity
Prayer Walk: meet 12.30pm at Etheldred House
Second Sunday after Trinity
Final copy date for July/August edition of Network magazine
Prayer Central, 7.45–8.30pm on Zoom2

Third Sunday after Trinity
Prayer Walk: meet 12.30pm, Park Drive gatehouse, near Impington Sports Centre
Publication of July/August edition of Network magazine from 2.30pm,  29 Home Close
Fourth Sunday after Trinity

REGULAR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES

Little Stars (for small babies), 10–11am, Saint Andrew’s Centre3

Tuesday Fellowship, 2.30pm by Zoom/phone (details: Cicely Stevens, 560977)
Essence, 9.30–10.45am
Morning Prayer, 9.30am, Impington Church
Job Club, 10am on Zoom (details: www.jobclub.hisimp.com)
Shine (under 5s), 10–11am, Stable Room lawn3

Morning Prayer on YouTube, available from 8am1

1Search on YouTube for ‘St Andrew’s Churches, Histon and Impington’.
2Contact the church office for more information and links to Zoom sessions.
3See church website, Shine fb page or @Shine.StAndrewsHiston for updates.

standrewshiston.org www.standrewscentre.org.uk

This month there is a consistent thread running through many of the articles.
During lockdown we learnt much as a community and, although people faced real

difficulties and sadness, many good things also emerged: see ‘Stronger together’. As
we try to return to a fuller life with less restrictions, it would be great not to lose the
benefits that have been gained. As early as last May, James Blandford-Baker gathered
people from a wide range of interests to join ‘Talking Futures’, a group at St Andrew’s
considering what might be learnt from life during the pandemic. Rebecca Strivens
contributed the concept of Doughnut Economics and we are grateful for her version of
the diagram on the cover which is discussed in the ‘HI Doughnut’ feature.

In Viewpoint Ruth writes of the wonders of God’s creation and urges us to help raise
awareness of the need to care for our planet; ‘The Green Canopy’ and ‘This is our world
too’ are a positive response. ‘The Red House’ reminds us of the sterling work done by
the International Whaling Commission.

Lastly we are delighted to introduce the new owners of Abbey Farm.
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To donate towards Network magazine costs, please scan QR at top of page, or contact the office.



With COVID restrictions becoming more relaxed, we are reflecting
on the extraordinary achievements of Histon and Impington people
during lockdown. Many of their stories have already been cele-
brated in Network magazine and in HI HUB’s online newsletter.

For example, the Abbey Fields have been purchased on behalf of
the village; street coordinators, who responded to the needs of those
isolating, still actively continue; HI Friends are growing their pro-
vision for all ages; our village Neighbourhood Plan has been
successfully developed and accepted; IVC—through the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award scheme—are litter picking at the Rec; and
many enterprises have found fresh ways to serve our community.

As the initial sprint through lockdown turned  into a marathon,
such efforts became more manageable through new friendships
and through collaboration between several organisations who had
not previously worked together closely—such as the Parish
Council and local churches.

The global COVID emergency also obliged us nationally to find
alternative ways of living. Many commuters worked from home
and air travel ceased, which reduced impact on the environment.
Some of us became more economical in what we consumed and less
wasteful. We discovered that such changes to our lifestyle might
continue to be beneficial. We also became more aware of chal-
lenges within our community: loneliness and poor mental health;
issues with unemployment, housing and accessing education.

The image on the cover illustrates Doughnut Economics. This
concept seeks to find a fresh way to meet everyone’s needs—our
‘social foundation’, such as food, health, income, justice, political
voice, keeping in touch—while reducing our impact on the lives of
other people across the world and on the environment by trying to
avoid overshooting the ‘ecological ceiling’. Pursuing Doughnut
principles here could build on the commitment of our villagers to
continue making a world of difference, both in the lives of
individuals and globally.

As you reflect on your own life during lockdown, what have you
done differently? Has this begun to benefit ecology or people’s
lives locally, perhaps as in a ‘HI Doughnut’? ‘Stronger together’ in
this edition features the first two in a series of interviews with local
people and businesses. We would like to hear other stories too and
showcase this good work during Feast Week. If you have a story to
share then please contact the editor (network@standrews.org.uk).

Yvonne Murray and Elizabeth Sadler

Histon and Impington Doughnut

Making a difference
 to the world

Making a world
 of difference



Stronger together

Feast Week, always a chance for us to showcase the very best of our
village, in 2021 will especially celebrate the way we have worked
with renewed community spirit during lockdown and explore how
to build on our new-found resilience. Here are some examples.

Many of you will have read in HI HUB’s online newsletter about
Colin Myles and his daughter Anya’s work on refurbishing
computers for home schooling. Their aim was to ensure pupils of
village schools had the 180 computers urgently needed to enable
them to engage with lessons online: an ambitious goal in itself!
However, Colin and Anya had no intention of stopping there. They
are now working with new partners elsewhere towards refurbishing
eight thousand computers.

 Two important benefits have emerged: Colin and Anya’s
original project to refurbish computers supported parish and
national Climate Emergency goals by preventing these computers
from ending up in landfill; and Anya has now joined Cambridge
Youth Panel, which ensures the voice of young people is heard by
the most influential decision makers in our region.

More about Colin and Anya’s wider initiative will appear in a
future edition of Network magazine.

Civil engineer Jean Venables brings long experience  in flood risk
management; this included ten years as CEO of the Association of
Drainage Authorities, such as those responsible for the ongoing
drainage of the Fens and other low-lying inland regions. Since
climate change is increasing flood risk, she is now keen for
properties in Histon and Impington to become more resilient to
potential flooding—whether from groundwater, rainfall runoff or
overflowing water courses. She is also concerned about building in
flood risk locations, which could increase the risk elsewhere.

Jean and fellow Parish Councillor Geoff Moore are having a
stall at the Feast focusing on flood resilience. Geoff’s village plan
will indicate the level of flood risk in various areas (also available
on the Environment Agency website). Flood resilience measures
to protect properties will be shown, such as automatic airbrick
covers and one-way valves on domestic drains. Such measures
increase the depth of external flood water that a property can
withstand and potentially reduce the frequency of flooding
indoors. If the ingress of water can at least be delayed, home-
owners will have more chance to move valuables to a higher level.

An evening meeting during Feast Week, with invited speakers
on flooding and reducing its effects in the village, is also proposed.

Computer recycling
project snowballs

Resilience to
 flood risk



Let’s create a Green Canopy in Histon and Impington! The Green
Canopy group wants to identify areas of public and private land for
tree planting throughout the villages. Research shows that within
minutes of being surrounded by trees and green space, your blood
pressure drops, your heart rate slows and stress levels come down.

Did you know that a single oak tree supports more life than any
other native tree species in the UK—even its fallen leaves support
biodiversity?

Have you spotted any areas locally on your walks that might
benefit from a specimen tree, a small copse or some much needed
hedging?

Is there a special place in the village that holds a particular
memory of a tree that was once there or perhaps of a special person
or time in your life? Planting a tree can be a wonderful way to
commemorate these special times or people.

During Feast Week, we are asking the village for suggestions
for places to plant trees. We’ll put out online invitations and paper
forms during that week and then put together a planting plan. It’s a
long term initiative and so we want plenty of input from the
community.
We will also have a stall at the Feast Market, so do visit and find
out more, share your stories and put a pin on the map to show us
where you would like to see a tree or two.

The Green Canopy team will of course seek permission from
land owners and we have already started these conversations.

We will be seeking funding in order to purchase the trees and
hedges. Sponsoring a tree is an ideal gift idea: a gift that will grow
in the village over years to come, a gift that is ecologically sensi-
tive and a gift for all in the village. Oh, and it will provide a home
for a multitude of nature. What a perfect gift!

We are in good company: there is a national ‘plant a tree for the
Jubilee’ campaign called the Queen’s Green Canopy. The project
will see planting of individual trees, tree avenues, copses and
woodlands in honour of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. For
more information on the national initiative visit The Queen’s
Green Canopy website (queensgreencanopy.org).

So we look forward to seeing you at our stall at the Feast Week
event on Saturday 10 July. In the meantime, please contact Dan
Mace (07966 166784, dan.r.mace@gmail.com) for information,
or Amanda Layzell with stories or to enquire about donating.

Amanda Layzell and Dan Mace

The Green Canopy

 Ancient Penny Lane
(Photo: Howard Biddle;

others: Dan Mace)

A14 embankment

Let’s turn places like this . . .

 . . . into places like this

WI woodland



Lying awake one night, I found myself contemplating the future of
humanity. Are we facing extinction? Are we irreversibly changing
our world such that our children, and my child as she grows up,
will not enjoy the marvels of nature—butterflies, migratory birds,
the wildlife of Africa? Across the world, records are being broken
for the wettest, hottest, driest weather, even in the UK. Can we
change this? Is there a way out? We behave as if we are on our
own, but can we adopt a more collaborative mentality, like bees in
a nest? Bees each have a role and all work together to keep the
queen happy. Perhaps we are like worker bees, the queen is our
world, providing us with home, food, livelihood, sanctuary, safety.

The Earth’s wealth, bounty and wonder are intended for all but,
to quote Mahatma Gandhi, ‘The world has enough for everyone’s
needs, but not everyone’s greed’. Children with the most exciting
toys need supervising so that they share and play together nicely.
We too must ensure that not one of us makes selfish decisions that
impact on us all. As I contemplated that ‘this is our world too’, an
idea for a website1 emerged. Its aim is to help us work together as
one society to make the world a better place for ourselves and,
vitally, for future generations; by politely prodding world leaders
and drawing attention to the fact that their actions not only affect
their own citizens’ lives, they affect us all. By writing a letter or
sending a message to the UN, we can remind them that they are
being watched, and that we all have a responsibility to each other,
as well as to future generations.

In many matters in history people have had to protest and make a
stand to bring about change. As time is running out to curb CO

2

emissions, we can all become more aware of the science and take
action on the environment individually, locally and internationally.

Individually I try my best, but like most people I could do more
to eat, travel and consume more sustainably. Locally, there are
many locations where native woodland could be planted without
any loss of agricultural land, and if I owned a field I would plant a
woodland on it. Internationally we can make our views known to
world leaders and the UN; the website allows you to get involved in
this way.

My hope is for greater understanding of what is happening to
our world, and for world leaders to be held responsible for their
actions by us all, and not just those who have elected them. If they
were to receive thousands of letters or messages, perhaps they may
change their behaviour and act differently.

This is our world too

Tam Parry

Tam Parry

1www.ThisIsOurWorldToo.com



Big Tidy Up for
 our streets

Now: litter picking
 for green spaces

Archaeology Group

Men’s Shed

On Saturday 5 June we plan to have our quarterly Big Tidy Up,
coinciding with The Great British Spring Clean 2021 organised by
the Keep Britain Tidy charity. I will be seeking ideas from mem-
bers about areas that need a bit of TLC as well as litter picking.

If anyone else would like to join in with help or offer some
ideas, please contact me (cedric.jl.foster1944@hisimp.net).

Cedric Foster

Cedric Foster and the Litter Pickers are doing a great job keeping
our streets clean, but litter in our green spaces has been increasing.
If you could volunteer for the Summer 2021 litter picking initiative
on Saturday or Sunday mornings, regularly or occasionally, from
7.30 or 8am, we would be pleased to hear from you (237173,
yvonne.murray@hisimp.net). All equipment provided as usual.

Meanwhile the Parish Council wish to say a special thank-you to
eight students from Impington Village College on the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award scheme. Three weeks ago, they committed to
litter pick at the Recreation Ground early on Saturday and Sunday
mornings for the next three months. The Parish Council hope this is
just the start of collaboration with IVC in identifying areas where we
can work together to improve our community and our villages.

Yvonne Murray, Parish Council Vice-Chairman

Andy Burnham is the Editor of the award winning Field Guide to
the Megalithic Sites of Britain and Ireland.  His fast-moving talk on
7 June will cover the ‘why’ of dolmens, the folklore of a Dartmoor
stone circle, and wooden monuments as big as four football fields!

On 14 June Dr Joanne Sear, Cambridge University Institute of
Continuing Education, Madingley Hall, who researches medieval
consumption, describes diets in the late Middle Ages in ‘A Potful
of Peses’ (the pea or bean pottage which formed the staple diet of
the poor). Diets changed after the calamities of the fourteenth
century when survivors were able to command a greater return on
their labour. They were able to afford better-quality foodstuffs,
with changes in cooking methods and food presentation.

Non-members can register online.1 The free talks are recorded,
including Rob Noble’s interesting talk on ‘The early settlement of
Histon and Impington: a view from the fields’.

The Old Forge Men’s Shed opens fully on Monday 14 June. Make
friends in a congenial atmosphere, learn new skills and perhaps do
something useful together. For more details, please contact David
Collins, Bill Muncey or John Goode (oldforgeshed@gmail.com).

David Collins

Community noticeboard

 1hiarchaeology.wordpress.com Arnold Fertig

Andy Burnham



The next meeting by Zoom will be on Thursday 17 June at 7.30pm
when David Page will give a talk entitled ‘Some of the things the
Romans put on their coins’. New members and visitors are most
welcome: for more details please contact Denise Brading (232442,
denise.brading@btinternet.com).

On Tuesday 29 June, 7.30–8.30pm, the Society is delighted to
welcome Andrew Smith, a key member of the team at Kettle’s
Yard, to give a talk by Zoom on its history. This will focus on Jim
Ede, owner and benefactor, with insights into the collections at one
of Cambridge’s most intriguing museums. Andrew’s passion for
Kettle’s Yard will make you want to book a visit the very next day!

It may not be too late to log on at 7.30pm on 25 May for ‘The
Edwardians and their houses’ with Dr Timothy Brittain-Catlin, a
course leader in Architecture at Cambridge University.

The Zoom talks are free of charge and for members only but, if
you aren’t yet a member, please do sign up: membership is free of
charge to all until January 2022. Zoom meeting details are emailed
directly to members. Visit the website,2 phone (07956 720023) or
email (handivsoc@gmail.com).

Network magazine continues to be delivered free of charge, with
our compliments, to all who wish to receive it.

Thank you to all who have given generously towards the cost of
producing this publication. Donations may be made by scanning
the QR code at the top of  the diary page (‘The shape of the
month’); alternatively, cheques payable to ‘Histon PCC’ may be
sent to the church office at The Saint Andrew’s Centre, School
Hill, Histon CB24 9JE.

The editorial team and Print-Out make every effort to maintain a
high standard of production. If you find that your copy is faulty—
or you wish to comment on the content—please contact the editor
(232194, network@standrewshiston.org)

2https://histonandimpington
villagesociety.wordpress.com

Claudia Clements

Women’s Institute

Village Society

Magazine donations

Any issues with
Network magazine?

Katherine Mann

3Washington DC pastor Mark
Batterson, as quoted in Rory

Noland’s book Worship on
Earth as it is in Heaven

In Acts chapter 16 we read that St Paul and his companion Silas
were singing hymns in a foul prison, clamped in the stocks after a
severe beating: they certainly knew about worshipping God—
whatever the conditions. The March edition of Church Music
Quarterly offered this quote by way of encouragement to savour
hymns, and find them to be a benefit when the going is tough.

Worship is forgetting what’s wrong with you and remembering
what is right with God. It is like hitting the refresh key on your com-
puter. It restores the joy of your salvation. It recalibrates your spirit.
It renews your mind. And it enables you to find something good to
praise God about even when everything seems to be going wrong.3

Lift up your heart



The Red House

The Red House on Station Road may be embarking on a new
chapter in its colourful history as it is offered for sale this month.
Once home to the Chivers family, the building and its rear ware-
house extension have now been occupied by the International
Whaling Commission (IWC) for more than forty years.

Landlocked Cambridgeshire is perhaps an unlikely location for
an organisation concerned with marine conservation and regula-
tion, but its proximity to other scientific and environmental organ-
isations, as well as convenient international transport links, has
made the Red House an excellent headquarters building.

The IWC’s decision to consider new premises is driven by
changing work practices and a desire to reduce its carbon footprint.
In common with many other organisations, the pandemic has
accelerated changes that were already on the horizon at the IWC.
Necessity has revealed that flexible working patterns have benefits
for staff, the organisation and the environment, and so the IWC aims
to move to smaller, more energy-efficient premises, whilst main-
taining the flexible work practices that reduce the time and environ-
mental cost of commuting for those staff who do not live locally.

The IWC is also learning lessons from the switch to virtual
meetings, and considering how best to apply some of these
practices in the long term. Virtual or hybrid meetings will be
considered wherever possible to reduce travel, not just for the 26
staff in Cambridgeshire but the 88 IWC member governments all
over the world.

The IWC has no plans to say goodbye to Histon and Impington
though. Staff, including those who live outside the area, value the
sense of community here and feel part of it, especially as the
environmental and conservation community of Cambridge grows.
The aspiration is that the IWC will rent more modest accom-
modation in the village—close to the Red House that has been
home for so many years!

The Red House
 (Photo: Rebecca Lent)

Photo: IWC

Rebecca Lent, Executive Secretary, IWC



Abbey Farm: from the new owners

Ten months after first viewing Abbey Farm, my wife Sue and I
were very pleased to finally move in as its new owners on 11 May.
We are returning to the village after a fifteen-year spell in Ely
where we lived with our two sons as they went through their
school years. Our family connection with the village goes back
many generations, with my great-great grandfather once owning
the windmill and then his sons running Loves Butchers, in the
building which is now a dental surgery on the corner of Love’s
Close. In more recent years, many of you will remember my
mother Rosemary who worked at Barclays Bank in the village
until she retired. My parents still belong to the Methodist Church.

As a child growing up in the village, I have very fond memories
of Abbey Farm (or Rowley’s, as it was always called) particularly
at times of the Feast Parade where the procession would assemble
on the drive, before starting its journey through the High Street.
With permission of the Rowley family, it was also a great excite-
ment for me to spend occasional summer evenings there as a
member of the Boys’ Brigade, having adventures in the woods
which seemed a total maze for a group of ten-year-olds.

With that as the background, it is therefore a privilege (if not
also a little daunting!) for Sue and me to be stewards of the next
chapter for Abbey Farm.

Unlike some potential buyers of the property, we were pleased
to see the enthusiasm from the village community in trying to
bring some of the grounds into public ownership. We have there-
fore been working hard alongside Howard Biddle and other mem-
bers of the task and finish group, to enable this vision to be brought
to reality. As you will have read elsewhere in this magazine, what
amounts to almost forty per cent of the original Abbey Farm
grounds will be designated permanently as open spaces to be
enjoyed by everyone. This is a fantastic achievement and the
newly named ‘Abbey Fields’ will I think be the envy of many
other villages who could only wish to achieve a similar result.

What remains of the Abbey Farm estate will become home for a
number of members of our family, as well as provide our liveli-
hood as we seek to ensure a sustainable future for the site. Our
initial focus will be to renovate the main house, as well as restore
and find new uses for the historic farm buildings within the
grounds. There is also a lot of general catch-up maintenance to
make safe a number of damaged or diseased trees and ensure the
rather unique natural environment can be preserved for the long

Abbey Farm



term. You may therefore notice increasing levels of activity in the
coming months as various equipment, materials and people are
brought in to help with these tasks.

The Rowley family were generous over the years in hosting
events and allowing access to their land for various groups and
specific purposes. Once our initial projects are completed, we too
will look to find ways for others to enjoy the grounds, but we hope
people will generally understand our need to balance that against
the privacy we all expect in our family homes. Many of you will
have seen the new signs we have erected to help identify the areas
that will have public access, as opposed to those that will remain
private. We are really pleased with how this has been respected so
far and we thank you for your continued understanding as we work
through sorting out a new future for Abbey Farm.

We look forward to strengthening old friendships and creating
many new ones as we settle back into the village.

When Abbey Farm was put up for sale, it caused quite a stir in the
village. With the support of the Parish Council, we formed a group
with the aim of acquiring some of the land and preserving it for the
future; I don’t think we were prepared for the ten-month roller-
coaster ride that followed!

Initially the sale was split into two lots: one for the land, the
other for the farmhouse. Unfortunately, the lots were recombined,
and our goal became even more expensive to reach! We were
lucky that the eventual purchasers, Michael and Sue Watson, were
supportive of our aims and allowed us to purchase just the fields
directly from them.

Given the complexities of the legal process and tight timescales,
my wife Bogusia and I offered to purchase the fields on behalf of
the village to mitigate the risk of the sale falling through. We
completed on 11 May, and everyone breathed a sigh of relief that
the fields were safe—for now!

Our journey has only just begun. A registered charity needs to
be set up before we can raise the funds—an estimated target of at
least £450,000—to pass the fields on to the Parish Council and
ensure they are preserved for ever. We need your help to make this
happen and are planning a public meeting by Zoom on Thursday
10 June, 7.30pm, to bring in the community. Please check our
website (https://abbeyfields.online or scan the QR code) for more
information.

A huge thanks to everyone who has been involved in this
project; we have been humbled by the amount and diversity of
support offered. Please keep it coming: we need it more than ever!

Anthony Jenking, Task and Finish Group

Michael Watson

Abbey Fields:
 the story so far

Anthony and Bogusia Jenking
with Mikey

Scan QR code for
more information
about the
Public Meeting


