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A piece of video taken on a mobile phone emerged on the internet
recently. It shows Professor Chris Whitty, the government’s Chief
Medical Officer, walking down the street, then pausing and
putting on a face mask. Meanwhile, the young man wielding the
camera is saying ‘Liar, liar, you lie to the TV man, lie about the
COVID cases’. Whitty is impassive; he stands there, without
looking at the camera. Inevitably, public figures rushed to his
defence (and quite right, too).

One wonders at the resilience that people in public life have to
show, especially those like Whitty who can hardly have expected to
be the face of a global pandemic so soon into his term of office.
Politicians know what they sign up for but the level of scrutiny of
Whitty cannot realistically have been foreseen.

Once the video was ‘out there’, of course we all wanted to know
what Whitty himself thought of it and how he felt about the verbal
abuse the young man visited upon him. Would he be as outraged
as some of the politicians? Would he go into a Daily Mail style
rant? Would he remain silent?

Eventually, some days later, we discovered his thoughts. Asked
about the incident at a Government briefing, Whitty said he didn’t
think anything of the matter. ‘The odd young lad, showing off,
occasionally happens. I didn’t think anything of it frankly. I was
very surprised it was picked up by the media at all as anything of
any importance. I’m sure he’ll become a model citizen in due
course.’

What’s going on here? A man of properly formed character,
with empathy and understanding, who has no doubt reflected on
the times of his own youth, speaks words of peace and hope. He is
not outraged, he feels no need to cancel anyone or any voice.

I wonder if we pay enough attention to the formation of character.
We spend a lot of time apparently affirming identity, but not much
time learning to reflect on the transformation of ourselves into the
people we need to become.

In the New Testament, Paul—one of the early Christian
leaders—writes this to a community of extraordinary diversity in
Rome in the middle of the first century AD: ‘Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so
that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect’ (Romans 12:2).

Viewpoint
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Typical arrangements for online services and activities (TBC)
Service, available from 8am on YouTube1

For details of weekly groups for children and young people, please contact:
Tim (tim@standrewshiston.org) or Clare (clare@standrewshiston.org).

PCC meeting, 7.30pm on Zoom
Planning deadline for April edition of Network magazine
Choir coffee, 10.30am on Zoom
Besom prayer meeting, 2.30pm on Zoom
Third Sunday in Lent
Coffee time, 11am on Zoom2

Bible study, 7–8pm on Zoom2

Final copy date for April edition of Network magazine
Fourth Sunday in Lent Mothering Sunday
Church for Everyone, 11am on Zoom2

Coffee time to follow, 11.40am on Zoom2

Bible study, 7–8pm on Zoom2

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Coffee time, 11am on Zoom2

Bible study, 7–8pm on Zoom2

Publication of April edition of Network magazine, from 2.30pm, 29 Home Close
Palm Sunday
Zoom Worship,2 10am
Coffee time to follow, 10.40am on Zoom2

Zoom Worship,2 8pm

REGULAR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES

Tuesday Fellowship, 2.30pm by Zoom/phone (details: Cicely Stevens, 560977)
Essence, 8–9.15pm on Zoom2

Prayer Central, 7.45pm on Zoom2

Alpha course, 8pm on Zoom2  (except 31 March)
Morning Prayer, 9.30am on Zoom2

Job Club, 10am on Zoom (details: www.jobclub.hisimp.com)
Morning Prayer available from 8am on YouTube1

1Search on YouTube for ‘St Andrew’s Churches, Histon and Impington’.
2Contact the church office for links to Zoom sessions.
*See elsewhere in this edition for details.

www.standrewshiston.org www.standrewscentre.org.uk

Firstly, we welcome all new Network magazine readers. Thank you also to the many
readers, new and existing, who have generously donated towards the cost of pro-
ducing Network magazine since the donation form appeared belatedly in the August
edition. Currently the annual cost of production is estimated at £3 per household.

Since several people have already been kindly enquiring how to contribute, we have
inserted the QR code at the top of the page for scanning. Alternatively donations may be
made by contacting the church office (details also at top of page).

For interest, see also ‘From the archives’ at the end of Community noticeboard.
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The shape of the month
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Litter pick

Women’s Institute

Become a local
 history guru!

Open Gardens

Our formal quarterly litter picking event is on Saturday 6 March.
Such outside exercise is considered safe if social distancing rules
are observed, no litter is picked up by hand and gloves are worn.
Wearing of face masks is up to the individual. I will be in the car
park off the High Street (opposite Tylers the estate agents), to hand
out equipment and PPE from 9 to 9.30am.

Existing members, with their own patch, litter pick throughout
the year. Others who would like to help on the day should contact
me by email (cedric.jl.foster1944@btinternet.com). This is to allo-
cate an area prior to the event and to give Health & Safety advice.

Cedric Foster

The next WI meeting will be by Zoom on Thursday 18 March at
7.30pm when we will have two speakers. Martin Thompson will
tell us about the work of Besom. Then Eileen Waller will give us
the history behind the WI wood, which is located near the guided
busway and community orchard. New members and visitors are
most welcome: for more details please contact Denise Brading
(232442, denisebrading@btinternet.com).

Whether you are a pub enthusiast, a World War 1 aficionado, a
local sports fan or simply interested in the historic buildings of the
village, Histon and Impington Village Society has a book to help
you get through this lockdown and appreciate even more your
daily walks or runs past buildings, pubs and streets. H&IVSoc has
been publishing local interest books and pamphlets since 2000 and
for the month of March they are discounted by up to 50 per cent.
All book sale proceeds support future book publications.

See our website* for a full list of publications, under ‘booklets’.
If you have any questions about publications or our free member-

ship, or simply would like to get in touch with ideas for new books
or to record your memoirs, please contact us (07956 720023,
handivsoc@gmail.com).

Sadly the Open Gardens committee has decided that we cannot
hold the Open Gardens event this year as scheduled. However, we
do plan to hold it next year—fingers crossed and no date fixed yet.

We may be planning to do something this summer, perhaps
virtually or in the form of a village scarecrow competition or front
garden displays over a few weeks rather than on one day: not so
much to raise funds, more as a community involvement activity.
Anyway, just thoughts at the moment—details to be arranged!

Katrina Voss

Community noticeboard

Katherine Mann
*https://histonandimpington

villagesociety.wordpress.com/

Claudia Clements



HI Friends, a local wellbeing charity for Histon and Impington, are
hoping to host a plant sale on The Green to raise money for their
wellbeing programmes—selling plants raised by local gardeners.

This means that we should like you to do the following, please.
Save the date: Saturday 17 April, 9.30am–12 noon (COVID

restrictions allowing, otherwise we will rearrange).
Propagate your favourite plants from your garden to donate to

the sale. Re-used plastic pots available on request.
Ensure donated plants are clearly labelled, weed free and prefer-

ably with some planting instructions for buyers to see.
Please contact me (rebeccastrivens@gmail.com) with any queries.

Thank you for your support!

It is about a year since Impington Music Society met and we are
keen to put on a programme available to the villages. We would
start with a couple of half-length piano recitals presented on
YouTube, supported by voluntary donations. If you might be
interested, do contact me (690557, chandjahoughton@live.co.uk).

Chris Houghton

Michael Stanley, co-founder of Buckingham and Stanley in Histon
High Street, died on 19 January at the age of 94. The Saab franchise
that he took on with Malcolm Buckingham in 1969 prospered,
expanding into other sites around Cambridge. His ethos—that
people buy from people—remains key to the business.

Congratulations to Histon and Impington Junior School on
becoming the designated Teaching School Hub for the county’s
schools. In partnership with over 330 schools the Hub will help
deliver initial teaching training, additional professional develop-
ment, and National Professional Qualifications. Schools will also
be able to access expert advice from experienced practitioners.

The editor asked me to find some interesting anecdotes from old
Network magazines. Back in 1977 the editor—then the Vicar—
seemed very upset to be raising the magazine subscription from the
very cheap 1p which with donations had provided 2½p towards
each copy: In all departments of life we have to face increasing
prices and, regretfully, it must apply to this magazine . . . . It is
estimated that, owing to increases in the price of paper and in the
costs of production, we shall need to charge 5p per copy—50p per
year (still with two free issues a year). Compared with many
churches we are very fortunate to have a printed magazine at all
and there can be few churches with such a magazine at such a low
price. This is only possible because of the hard work of the many
volunteers.

I believe the last two sentences are still very true today.
Nicholas Warrington

Rebecca Strivens

Plant sale

Music Society

Michael Stanley

Junior School now a
Teaching School Hub

From the archives



We’re going on a Camel Hunt

Now that we are beginning to enjoy longer daylight hours for our
daily walk, could we entice you to inspect some new residents
around the streets of Histon and Impington? Five of Tony Hillier’s
large metal sculptures of animals and people were generously
given to the Parish Council by his wife Joan at the end of January,
and moved from their front garden on Cottenham Road to various
locations around the village.

For those who are not familiar with these five local celebrities,
the sculptures depict a camel, a spider, a boy and his grandfather, a
man and his dog, and a figure colloquially known as Andy Capp.
Truffles the pig was separately donated to Histon and Impington
Community Orchard where he is settling in and finding a warm
welcome snuffling amongst the apple trees.

Originally from Birmingham, Tony Hillier came to Cambridge
University on a state scholarship. He and Joan married in 1968 and
moved to the present bungalow in 1971. He taught physiology at
Cambridge and was a Fellow of Selwyn College. His lifelong
interest in art developed after his early retirement in 1998. He first
drew cartoons and made sculptures from papier mâché and bamboo,
before moving on to his now famous metal figures in 2002.

Dr Tony Hillier began working in metal when his friend and
neighbour Ed Jackson provided him with metal sheets. In his
garage he used welding tools to create his glorious, cartoonish
figures of people and animals. He never sold any of his sculptures
but instead generously donated some of them to schools and
institutions across East Anglia and beyond. The Hilliers always
welcomed visitors to look at and chalk on the large sculptures. A
record eleven children once sat on Truffles the pig! The garden
became a place of pilgrimage for families and visitors to the
village and it had a Trip Advisor entry.

Tony Hillier died in 2014, after a stroke in 2013 from which he
never fully recovered. His wife Joan kept the sculptures in their
garden until March 2020, when she announced that she wanted to
give most of the pieces away—as Tony would have wanted. Some
were moved to new homes across Cambridgeshire. Now just two
remain in the garden: a charming dog, and a horse complete with
mounting block!

The Parish Council were delighted to receive five of the pieces.
Parish Councillor Chris Jones, who organised the move and
positioning (in accordance with current Covid-19 guidelines),
said, ‘I am delighted that these works can be retained and

 Continued at foot of
opposite page

Joan Hillier with
 Grandfather and Grandson

Man and Dog (below: Camel)



The Salvation Army: still in business

The lockdown in March 2020 forced us to close our doors on
Impington Lane to the public as well as to our church family, and
we have not met in the building for gathered worship since. But
that hasn’t stopped a hive of activity going on behind closed doors.

The Salvation Army began in 1865 in the East End of London as
a Christian church working with and ministering to the marginal-
ised and most impoverished in society; it has been part of our DNA

ever since. When we first moved here in the summer of 2018 we
discovered a privileged community with services for everything
and everybody, leading us to question our heart for social action as
a church—but lockdown forced previously unseen issues to
surface. It is here that we began to serve our community against the
backdrop of the pandemic.

It was a natural step for us to develop a programme of food pro-
vision to those struggling to buy their own (for a whole host of
reasons brought on or exacerbated by the pandemic). This was not
done in isolation. We partnered with HI Friends who provided
practical and financial help (thanks to Neil Davies and team); Nick
Wood stirred up the community to share food via the successful
pallet scheme; the Methodist Church provided a venue when we
could no longer use our own, and we had amazing volunteers (too
many to mention) who collected, sorted and distributed food.

We now have an ongoing relationship with local supermarkets to
collect surplus food and, with Cambridge Sustainable Food, to
redistribute food on a wider scale. Although the initial surge of

Captain Georgina Symons

accessible to all within the community of Histon and Impington
where Tony Hillier had lived for so many years’. He thanked Joan
Hillier, whose generous gift will enrich our walks around the
villages for years to come. The locations of the sculptures are all in
publicly accessible areas, in keeping with Tony Hillier’s desire
that they be open for all to enjoy.

You might also be interested to look out for the other works on
the newly mapped Public Art Trail, available on the Parish
Council website (www.hisimp.net). This includes the intriguing
sculptures in Merrington Place in which Matt Sanderson evokes
memories of Unwins Seeds, Tim Ward’s Homefield Park gate, the
‘jelly mould’ pieces entitled ‘Theories of Home’ by Charlotte
Howarth, the graffiti wall and a number of other publicly
accessible art works. Chris and Amanda Jones

(Sculpture photos: Geoff Grayton)

Camel hunt (continued)



households requesting food has now much reduced, we are still pro-
viding this practical support and will continue to do so. Toys were
also provided at Christmas for the families we had supported.

Your image of The Salvation Army might include the brass
band and the charity shop on the High Street—and both would be
correct, but as just part of our church. These areas of our ministry
have been hugely affected by the pandemic. We were thrilled to be
able to spend an hour playing carols in the village in December and
were hugely blessed by your generosity (£410 in our collecting
bucket!), especially as we hadn’t practised in nine months!

Whilst not being able to gather to worship, we have been
delivering newsletters and Christian resources to the homes of our
scattered congregation most weeks. Many are elderly, and so a
brief doorstep visit has been both invaluable to them and a blessing
to us. Our ‘church’ hasn’t been closed—it has just been a church
operating without walls!

Being out of our building has been quite timely as our long-
awaited building project began in February 2020. Our new
extension is almost complete, housing a new community hall and a
kitchen that is now fit for purpose. The Ladybird Playgroup has
used our hall for many years and, being an essential childcare
provider, will be the first to use our new facilities as they continue
to provide a much-needed service.

We are particularly excited about our new kitchen and a new
initiative is patiently waiting for the end of lockdown; prior to the
pandemic a couple of people from another church had approached
us wishing to do something about holiday hunger for families, and
so our partnership developed with them and Transforming Lives
for Good (TLG) to plan towards starting a Make Lunch club. We
have completed the training, have initial funding secured and are
ready to go as soon as it is safe to do so.

The club will run twice a week each school holiday and is
intended (but not exclusively) for families whose children receive
free school meals. There will be a warm welcome, a safe and
supportive space, fun activities, and a healthy, home-cooked meal
provided each day. We aim not just to provide food, but to be a
place of hospitality and belonging, creating opportunities for
families themselves to be part of the wider team. In addition to this
we plan to start a parent and toddler group as soon as practically
possible, supplementing provision already available in the
community.

As Christians we often pray for God to ‘give us today our daily
bread’. We will continue to play our part in God’s kingdom by
providing both spiritual and physical food for our community.

Georgina Symons

Make Lunch club—
hopefully soon!



The last twelve months have heralded unprecedented periods of
disruption and anxiety, which have been felt right across our
community. From our oldest residents to parents and young
children, many have had to face the isolation, loss and fear caused
by the pandemic—and HI Friends have recognised the potential
impact on the mental wellbeing of our community.

So, in September 2020, HI Friends appointed me as the charity’s
Mental Wellbeing Worker. The formal goal is to signpost to
available services, increase mental wellbeing awareness and
develop mental wellbeing services and initiatives, for both adults
and children in our community; but I aspire to break down the
stigma surrounding mental health problems within our community
and to get people talking.

Born and bred in Histon and Impington, I attended the infant and
junior schools, then IVC. Following a degree in Criminology at the
University of Leeds and a Masters in Social Work at the University
of East Anglia, I returned to the village to start a family and com-
plete training in Counselling and Psychotherapy in Cambridge.

Half of my working week is now spent counselling clients in
private practice and the other half with HI Friends. I get to com-
bine my social work experience and counselling skills, working
within a community that is so close to my heart.

I am passionate about the power of bringing the community
together to support one another. However, due to the restrictions, I
realised I would have to think outside the box. So this led to  organ-
ising Santa’s Christmas Eve Jingle and the Christmas card exchange
between the local Brownies and residents at Brackenbury Manor:
both of which, I am proud to report, were a huge success.

HI Friends have also arranged a number of virtual events and
workshops since January, with more planned in the coming weeks.
Where possible we have also moved wellbeing groups online,
including our befriending service, so they can continue despite
lockdown restrictions.

In order to support children, I am providing one-to-one and group
sessions for children at the Junior School as well as a telephone
support line, alongside Emma Moat, HI Friends’ Play Therapist,
for parents who have concerns about their children.

Keep an eye on the HI Wellbeing and the HI Friends Facebook
pages for updates. If you, or anyone you know, need some support
please get in touch (sophie@HIFriends.org.uk, 07922 083991).
I’d also love to hear your ideas for any initiatives.

A friend for young and old

Sophie Howell

Sophie Howell



Hey my name is Elisha.* I’m nineteen and a Youth for Christ
(YFC) gap year student on the programme they run called ‘The
Year Out’. I’ve been placed with Youth for Christ Cambridge and
am involved in events like Forge and Higher. Forge is a group for
youth and young adults that focuses on discipleship, where we
play games, have lots of great discussions and, when in person, eat
together as well. Higher is our schools mission with teaching.
When it happens in person the bands taking part would normally
come and play at the schools, but it was over Zoom last time.

I am also helping with the amazing youth groups at St Andrew’s
Church, Histon—at the moment making Instagram videos and
planning ‘Thought for the day’ messages on social media further
to reach young people. I am looking forward to being able to spend
time together in person when COVID-19 restrictions relax, building
on the friendships we’ve made on Zoom, drinking hot chocolate
and eating cookies at EDGE Thursday. When lockdown lifts,
restrictions are still likely to be in place, so the work will probably
be just running small groups in person and meeting young people
one to one.

My faith came from being brought up in a Christian household
and going to church from a young age. I made my first commit-
ment to follow Jesus when I was ten years old and was baptised
when I was twelve years old. However, when I went to secondary
school I was bullied and turned from faith. I became part of a toxic
friendship group, had a broken relationship with my family and
stopped regularly going to church. Three years later, in 2017, I
went to a Christian camp and this was the significant turning point
in my life and journey with God. My faith was no longer some-
thing I was brought up in but my own choice. God’s intervention
in my life has enabled me to continue to walk with him as a woman
for God, and to reconcile relationships.

I love singing, going to the gym and spending time with my
friends and family. But most of all I love speaking about what Jesus
has done in my life and making people smile. I really believe that
God is calling me to big things in my youth, from my gap year with
YFC to a degree in child nursing. I ultimately want to care for people,
support them and show them the same love that God has shown me.

Elisha Oak

We look forward to welcoming Elisha personally when she is eventually
able to move here and join us in Histon. In the meantime, she is helping
Clare Cronin in a great ministry among the young people.

Elisha’s year out

 Elisha Oak

*Elisha’s name is
 pronounced ‘Eleesha’.



John Rasmussen (1927–2021)

Some teachers are so charismatic and have a life-long influence on
their students: John Rasmussen was one of these. Many former
pupils attending Impington Village College in the nineteen fifties
will remember him with gratitude and affection.

When he left Impington, he went to pastures new in Malvern,
where he was promoted to Deputy Head, and eventually became a
headmaster in Saxmundham, evidently at that time the youngest in
Suffolk. Walking down the High Street in Aldeburgh one day, I
felt a tap on my shoulder: it was ‘Mr Rasmussen’. From then on we
kept in touch; my revered teacher was not so much older than me!

‘Razzy’, as he was affectionately known by most, first came to
IVC as a student teacher in training, before being invited back to
teach English. He was a truly memorable teacher for many, as he
taught conscientiously with great commitment and made our
lessons absorbing and interesting.

With only some five hundred pupils at IVC there was no such
thing as a designated drama teacher, so it fell to him. His enthusi-
asm as a drama producer was restricted mainly to out-of-school
time, when rehearsals would take place. He produced many
excellent school plays, with the help in those days of the art
department led by Ray Malmstrom, and Miss Dunning’s needle-
work classes. I remember incredible masks made for the animals in
The Wind in the Willows, and beautiful and appropriate costumes
for Treasure Island, Alice through the Looking Glass, Emil and
the Detectives, and the like. Even the headmaster, Roy Davey,
took a starring role in Alice.

He also helped organise the library—which at that time served
the village—plus extra-curricular activities such as a debating
society. I remember representing Mrs Pankhurst, the suffragette,
and being thrown out fairly early on in a ‘Balloon Debate’.

His strong faith shone through all he did, together with his love of
literature and music; he had a lovely tenor voice. In our later years
at school we students were taken to experience Gilbert and Sullivan
(which he loved), opera at The Arts, choral works in London, with
even a visit to the King’s College Advent Carol Service.

He was very strict (my husband Ray still bears the scars) but
hugely conscientious, organised and precise in all he did. He
certainly had a lasting effect on my life, and many will look back
on those halcyon days at IVC in its comparative infancy with a
great sense of nostalgia and gratitude for the gifts this special
teacher gave us.

 John Rasmussen
(Photo: Judy Rasmussen)

Judy Wynn (née Easy)‘Alice’, played by Judy Wynn



My day job is helping university students at Cambridge and Anglia
Ruskin universities to grow in their spiritual lives—I work for
Agapé UK. Usually, this looks like running Bible discussions and
events, and meeting up with students for a chat about faith. As you
can imagine, this all underwent quite a dramatic change early in
2020, when all of these in-person activities became no longer an
option. We particularly felt for the students who might be
struggling through isolation and anxiety this year, and wondered:
how can we offer hope, and help students to continue to move
forwards with God in such a time as this?!

It ended up in opening a door into a whole new world of digital
opportunities! For example, in the past we would host evenings in
person where we discussed topics such as how to deal with anxiety
and fears. Instead, last term I came across an article online called
‘Peace of Mind in an Unstable World’.* I had been in a text
conversation with a Muslim student I know who was feeling quite
anxious, and so—while I hadn’t seen her in person for several
months—I was able to send her the article to read.

The article included a few people’s experiences with anxiety,
and talked about the verse (John 14:27) in the Bible that says, ‘My
peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not
your heart be troubled. In the world you have tribulation, but take
courage; I have overcome the world.’ After reading it, she replied
to me, ‘I really needed this. Thanks for sharing.’ What a surprise
still to be able to have meaningful conversations like this, even by
text message! And we do hope that the peace of God will have a
real impact on students’ lives this year.

One of the things I enjoyed recently was leading an evangelism
workshop for the Cambridge Chinese Christian Fellowship. It was
a really fun time together, combining my love for sharing the good
news of Jesus and my love for East Asia, where I lived for several
years. Kelly from that group later told me how, right after the
training, she had been on a Zoom social call and had ended up in a
long conversation with a classmate about God! He literally had
been writing down questions he had about God and Christianity,
and they were able to chat through some of them. Praise God for
how he is at work.

While it can feel like the world is falling apart, there is also an
invitation to go deeper into community. The conversations we end
up having in these moments potentially touch on the core parts of
our lives, and shape the way we go forwards.

Tabitha: a whole new world!

Tabitha Jorden

Tabitha Jorden
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 *Visit www.everystudent.com/
features/peace-of-mind.html

Chinese students on Zoom


